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Running Day Reports 
November 2007 Running Day Report. 
This day was hot and humid, there was some high cloud early 

but this cleared earlier than we would have liked.  As soon as 

the cloud cleared the temperature climbed.  Our visitors rolled 

in fairly quickly. 

Bernie was on the gate with the help of a Redkite volunteer as it 

was our Redkite charity day. Shade was at a premium. One 

group had their own gazebo while another had their own shade 

cover hanging off the foot bridge, even the shady spots on the 

pathway were utilised. For I think the first time ever one group 

had a playpen to keep someone or something contained! 

We were a bit light on with motive power on the elevated track 

with only two locomotives and small ones at that. We ran two 

single car trains with David Thomas, 2-6-0 B10 on one and my 

Z1915, 0-6-0 on the other. We kept the queue under control, 

with some runs at the full capacity of the cars. I enjoyed run-

ning at a nice steady goods train speed time after time up the 

grade.  It made up for the embarrassment of having to retire to 

loco after the first lap to build up the fire with the aid of the 

compressed air blower. Teaches one to pay attention to locomo-

tive preparation and not be distracted.  Both locomotives retired 

to loco at about 5.00pm., it was a long afternoon. 

The ground level running was just the opposite providing the 

best locomotive display for some months. Barry Potter and his 

friends from Orange were down for the day.  Barry had D5507 

while Greg and Les Bird came with C3239, as well Roger Ker-

shaw acted as spare driver.  The 55 and the 32 were out on the 

track early running one of the outer track trains. The second 

train on the inner was hauled by Andrew Allison with the 

WAGR V1224. When the Orange based drivers finished their 

shift their train was taken by Barry Tulloch with 2-6-2 Moun-
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Setting up our November display to remember the contribution of LBSC on the 40th anniversary of his death. 
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taineer.  Late in the afternoon Andrew was relieved by War-

wick to complete the days running.  On the inner track John B. 

Hurst hauled one train with the 4-8-2 mountain.  It is always a 

feature of the afternoon to watch and listen as this locomotive 

attacks the grade with a full load. The second train for the outer 

was double headed by John Tulloch J class and C3901, 4-8-2, 

“Green Machine” now owned by Jim Mulholland. It is good to 

know that this locomotive will be back on our roster on a more 

regular basis.  A new experience for Jim running on the ground 

level, the Mulholland families were there to observe the new 

acquisition. When the C39 retired to loco for an early clean up 

John Tulloch was joined by Mark Robinson with C3521 to see 

out the afternoon.   

Matt Lee was not with us but he made sure we knew when he 

passed by at 2.32pm some 59 minutes late on C3526 on the 

down main on that other near by full sized railway. The C35 

was on a special charter run to the central coast. 

The locomotive roster for the day had a distinct NSWGR fla-

vour, Z19, J class, C32, C35, D55 and the “might have been” 

C39. 

To celebrate the 40 years since LBSC’s passing there was a dis-

play of a number of LBSC locomotives from the Tulloch, Alli-

son and Hurst locomotive stable. On display were 2½ inch 

gauge examples, Fayette, Olympiade, Ayesha, Dyak, 3½ inch 

gauge Tich, Mona, & Titfield Thunderbolt, and a part built 5 

inch gauge Mabel. 

We had some point motor problems and we have obviously be-

come fairly proficient at emergency working! 

We provided 1868 rides overall. I think there were certainly 

plenty of people in the grounds and the slightly lower rides re-

sult a consequence of not fully utilising the elevated railway. 

Liz and Joy were assisted by Christine Hurst in the canteen. 

 

December 2007 Running Day Report.  
A hot day, but fine, after a week of wet and sometimes stormy 

weather we were lucky to have a day devoid of showers but 

there were storm clouds gathering on dusk.  Some of our guests 

were in very early to select the best shady locations. As the af-

ternoon got under way there was hardly a soul to be found in 

the sun, every one seeking whatever cool spot they could find.  

At lunchtime we saw some photos taken by Mick Murray on 

his recent USA trip. One photo showed Mick sitting in the driv-

ers seat of “Big Boy” 4005 at a museum he visited. 

Motive power on the elevated track was much better this 

month.  To start with John B. Hurst was ready with his recently 

acquired 5” King class, King Richard III (irreverently referred 

to as “Dickie” by one member of the Hurst family). After a trial 

run John was ready to get the new locomotive involved in pas-

senger service.  The King ran all afternoon double heading for a 

time with Ken Baker 0-6-0 Simplex. A short spell was had in 

the loop as John was coming to terms with the locomotives hy-

drostatic lubrication system. After missing a few running days 

it was very good to see Jim Leishman back with the 4-6-2 Ps4.  

This loco was coupled to the blue set and David Thomas B10 2-

6-0 acted as attached banker. After a few laps Jim took the Ps4 

off, as it was not steaming well, something very unusual for this 

loco. Later on Jim found the problem, due to a distraction when 

re-assembling the smoke box plumbing the blast pipe was not 

The grounds were well attended and we had plenty of trains in November! Here John & Mark with 2904 and 3531 running 

downhill cross Tony Eyre and the Hurst 4-8-2 hauling a good load uphill. 
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locked in place and had 

slipped once things 

heated up, easily fixed. 

Jim Mulholland ran 0-

6-0 “Pansy” with a 

guards van and I ran 

Z1915 light engine. 

Late in the afternoon 

John Tulloch steamed 

the 2-8-0 J class and 

coupled up to the blue 

car set for a few reve-

nue earning laps of the 

elevated track. Andrew 

Allison also took a turn 

at the regulator. Will 

we see more of this in 

the future? 

Barry Tulloch was first 

out on the inner with 2-

6-2 Mountaineer, driv-

ing was shared during 

the afternoon with 

Martin Yule. On the 

outer track Warwick 

had the V class in steam 

early with Andrew at 

the regulator, later in 

the afternoon Greg Croudace took over from Andrew and saw 

out the afternoon.  The second outer train was hauled by Ray 

Lee, C3803. During the afternoon Tony Eyre had a turn on the 

footplate. 

Warwick reported. “We totalled 1070 rides which was typical 

of a December. This gives us 20,400 rides for the year, well 

down on 2005 which exceeded 27,000. We did have one run-

ning day out due to wet weather, but I think the practical reason 

for the lower figure is that we were down a bit on motive power 

generally through the 

year.”  

We had some signalling 

problems on the inner 

main. A trouble with No. 

4 signal was traced to a 

defective 555 integrated 

circuit.  

Problems with 10 points 

was finally worked out to 

be defective design with 

the relays we installed in 

the point machine a cou-

ple of weeks ago. Henry 

nutted out a solution and 

before we left we 

amended the design and 

it is now fully functional 

again! Thanks to Mick 

and Barry who are now 

quite used to flagging the 

inner station exit!” 

 

January 2008 Run-

ning Day Report. 
The January running day 

is usually threatened by a 

total fire ban but this year 

it was rain. The rain that 

had fallen steadily over 

the past week continued into Saturday morning and washed out 

any attempt at holding our running day. After Bernie put a sign 

on our front gate indicating “No Trains” the rain did ease but by 

the time we had finished lunch it was on again so the right deci-

sion was made. However the rain did not stop all activities, 

Henry and a couple of helpers were hard at work under a tar-

paulin near the new carriage shed.  The relocated “A” terminal 

box has all signal functions working again.  There were lots of 

tea and coffee consumed and plenty of interesting discussion.   

Lionel Pascoe and Henry Spencer supervise the double heading of Jim Mulholland 

 and 3901 leading John Tulloch & 2904. 

John Hurst and the ‘King’ on the elevated on the December running day. 
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Christmas Party Report 
We packed up the work gear about 3pm and got out the play 

gear. The clubhouse was cleaned up (a little anyway) for the 

Christmas party. The skies cleared and it was the last we saw of 

the rain for the day. 

Andrew was first out with 'Mona' attempting speed records! A 

few of us had a go and it ran well until it lost the pin between 

the piston rod and crosshead and was then retired. 

John Hurst Jr brought along his latest acquisition a 5-inch 

gauge King. This was built 

by Kevin Bruderlin. John 

has renewed the piston 

valves and this has trans-

formed the loco. Apart from 

some on the spot modifica-

tions to the foot stirrups, it 

ran well around the elevated 

track. We are looking for-

ward to seeing this on the 

ground with a good load 

coming up the bank. 

Wayne Fletcher brought 

along his 2-6-0, the first 

time it had run since its first 

trial about 18 months ago. It 

ran very well and hopefully 

has spurred Wayne to add 

some finishing touches - 

like a tender!  

Brian Muston was the only 

one to run on the ground 

with his B1. He had a good 

run and the engine went 

well. Finally John Tulloch 

arrived and ran the J class 

on the elevated. John was 

the only one to run into the 

dark and it certainly is 

magic. 

The BBQ was well under-

way by 6pm for over 30 

members and friends who stayed behind for tea. The evening 

was very pleasant and successful, and everyone had a good 

time. 

 

New Year’s Eve 
The New Years Eve run was very nice with 'Mona' and Z1915 

making an appearance on the elevated. I loaded the 19 and the 

Lyons rolling stock collection in the wagon for the late after-

noon run, Graeme Kirkby had indicated earlier in the day that 

he was taking his wagon collection and the 

“A” class would look just right at the head 

of the train. This was my first chance to run 

the recently completed “D” wagon. All up 

we had a train a seventeen 4 wheeled wag-

ons, 12 of Graeme’s and 5 of mine. Two 

HG vans and a mixed collection of others, 

mainly S wagons. We had a good run on 

the elevated with a variety of drivers, 

Graeme, Warwick, Mark Gibbons and John 

Tulloch.  It was the first chance I had to 

look at the locomotive out on the track.  

Andrew Allison ran “Mona” with the 

Kirkby wagons earlier in the afternoon but 

left as he had a better offer for New Year’s 

Eve entertainment. Warwick and Graeme 

had tidied up the grounds with some grass 

cutting in the early part of the afternoon. 

I dropped the fire in the 19 about 6.00pm 

and by the time the loco was ready for 

home the BBQ was ready to use.  A select 

group enjoyed a cordial meal. Warwick and 

Wendy, Barry and Elizabeth and John, 

Mark, Graeme, Brian M and myself. 

I was home just before dark while others 

watched the 9.00pm fireworks on the TV. 

Getting ready for the December running day. Barry Tulloch and Mountaineer waits in the siding 

for the express to pass on the outer main with Andrew Allison driving V1224 before proceeding 

across to the inner main. Mick and Tony are supervising the shunting.  

On the left the new carriage shed takes shape. 

Members, family and friends enjoying our Christmas Party! 
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What’s Doing!  
60th Anniversary Dinner 
The date for the Societies’ 60th anni-

versary dinner has been set. This will 

be held at the Ryde Eastwood Leagues 

Club on Saturday night 12 July 2008. 

This will be a Premium Buffet at $37 a 

head, which includes desert and tea 

and coffee.  

Mark this date in your diary. A form is 

included in this newsletter for mem-

bers to advise who will be coming. 

Early submission would be appreci-

ated! 

 

Convention at Cobden 
Convention registration forms are 

available on the Cobden (South West 

Model Engineers) web site for those 

interested in attending next Easter. It’s 

not far away! 

We proposed further changes to the 5 inch and 7¼ inch gauge 

track standards. The changes are in accordance with the logic in 

the AME “All About Wheels” article, and are minor in nature. 

As a result of discussions with the ALSSC Secretary we are 

presenting the outstanding 5 inch gauge issues only. These af-

fect railhead radius only and the addition of a clarification state-

ment identifying the preferred wheel standard. The 7¼ inch 

gauge changes are being postponed because the AALS is hav-

ing a consultative process to address issues in that gauge as 

well as Code of Practice issues in general. We have made a 

wide ranging submission on the 

matter, most of which was put to-

gether by Mick Murray. Thanks 

Mick. 

Details of the agenda, including 

AALS, AMBSC & ALSSC mat-

ters are on the AALS website 

www.aals.asn.au in the ‘News’ 

section. 

 

Orange NSW Weekend 
The Orange club has invited us to 

a NSW weekend on 29 & 30 

March 2008. This is strictly a 

NSW locos and rolling stock day. 

Their Interclub ‘Allcomers’ day is 

on 26 April 2008. 

 

Loco and Rolling Stock  
Ken Baker brought along his J 

class and tender. The tender was 

filled with water to check for 

leaks, while later the whole unit 

was pushed around the track and 

checked for clearances. Ken later 

did the honours for a hydro test on 

Brian Carter's boiler, and a steam 

test as well on Martin Yule's steam 

truck. 

Barry Tulloch has brought along a 

stationary steam engine and hot air 

engine on various occasions and 

ran it during lunch. Very nice! 

Barry and John also brought down 

a beautiful water column designed 

to slip onto a clip on hose fitting. 

Brian Muston had a stationary 

steam engine and boiler for us to 

look at. 

John Hurst had a steam test on his 

John L Hurst 

 
On the 23rd December 2007 John Lloyd Hurst, one of the Societies foundation members, 

passed away as a result of cancer of the pancreas. In July 1948 at the inaugural meeting 

of the Society when the position of treasurer came to be filled, John E. Hurst, chairman 

at that meeting said, “put John’s name down.” That name stayed there for 59½ years!  

This length of service would probably not be equalled in any other volunteer organisa-

tion anywhere.  In 1998 John was honoured, with a Volunteer Recognition Award, by 

the Council of the City of Ryde.   

As treasurer John kept our finances in order and looked after our insurance require-

ments.  In the early years the annual report was a couple of foolscap pages, the last, a 

lengthy document as required by the Registrar of Co-operative societies.  John’s 4-8-2 

mountain class was one of the early “big” engines that helped established our running 

day passenger capacity.  With all the other work the Society has undertaken John was 

fully involved and certainly led by example. He made members and partners feel wel-

come and often expressed his thanks for what we had individually done for the Society.  

Some of us were able to enjoy some flying with John while he held his Pilot’s Licence. 

The Society was well represented at the funeral service on New Years Eve. 

How should we remember John? At the regulator of the 4-8-2 barking up the grade, the 

white overalls and the oil splattered grin at the end of a good running day.  It was fitting 

that John featured on the cover of our Anniversary book. Our sympathies are extended 

to John B., Brian and their families.  We will miss his company and humour. RIP. 

Andrew driving Wayne Fletcher’s 2-6-0 while Wayne and Janet experience  

it all safely from the passenger car on the Christmas Run! 

http://www.aals.asn.au/
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3½ inch King and then went for a run at warp speed. He also 

tested out his new stirrups for the 5 inch King, which (after 

some modifications) was then ready for running day use. 

 

Allan Cottrell has had his 2½ inch gauge 36 class, and 3½ inch 

gauge Britannia hydrostatically tested by Ken Baker. A leaky 

regulator turned out to be a problem on the 36, but the Britannia 

was fine. Since this note was posted Alan’s C36 has been suc-

cessfully hydrostatically tested. 

 

Members News 
At the January Director’s meeting John Hurst 

jr was appointed Treasurer. Welcome to the 

Board, John! 

We are also re-arranging our banking to make 

things simpler, improve our interest, and set 

up for internet banking where appropriate. 

Ken Baker and Brian Kilgour also gave notice 

that they would not be standing for re-election 

at the next AGM. Brian has been a Director 

for 5 years over 2 occasions and Ken since 

1997. Members now need to consider who 

can be nominated for the Board. There is 

plenty of time, so ‘please consider’!  

We also welcome Dominic Mulholland 

(brother of Jim) as a provisional member. We 

hope your time with the society is long and 

enjoyable! 

 

Works Reports 
Elevated Track 
Not exactly work to report, but a job to do! 

The elevated stub points near the loco depot 

have suffered from tree roots pushing its bear-

ing foundations out of line.  We need to exca-

vate on the tree side to remove this pressure and allow us to 

realign the footing. Undoubtedly we will find a large buried 

mass of wood we need to remove. This will be a challenge. Any 

takers? 

Some broken wiring on the elevated banners in the vicinity was 

located and repaired ready for running day. We suspect this was 

caused by whipper snippers rather than tree roots! 

 

Ground Level Railway  
The main project on the ground level railway has been the start 

of the new level crossing which will consist of 5 separate 

slabs all poured to rail level. Each piece is being done sepa-

rately to avoid undue movement to the adjacent track. 

Of course it rained on the day we did the first one because 

we poured some concrete! Our expert in tarpaulins, Jim 

Leishman rigged up suitable cover and the job went ahead. 

We used Bondcrete in the mix to help compensate for the 

reduced concrete depth over the Tonkin drain. 

John Lyons had formed the job up and it was well in hand 

with assistance from Brian Hurst, Vic Scicluna and Barry 

Tulloch. The rain was intermittent on and off all day, but 

the job was done! 

By the first Saturday in February we were ready for the 

second pour in this series.  The distance between the two 

main lines was not as great as the first slab and the mixing 

did not take as long.  Of course we did have rain just after 

finishing, though not very heavy.  The rain was very local 

to West Ryde and our concrete, on returning home to 

Seven Hills there had been no indication of rain all day. 

Mark Gibbons removed the trailing end of 10 points that 

has given some trouble on a number of occasions. Andrew 

has fitted this with new microswitches and to ensure that 

the switches don't get overloaded by the motor, we have 

installed some sealed relays in the box to take the motor 

load, and we shall see how this goes for reliability. The 

points were reinstalled and after a couple of months it all 

seems fine so far. 

In anticipation of further upgrades, we have manufactured 

sufficient relay boards for 5 more point machines. These 

will be installed on a needs basis. 

Brian Hurst is painting the point machine covers with alu-

Graeme Kirkby driving John Lyons 1915, with a string of 4 wheelers at the New 

Years’ Eve run. 

A message to members from Audrey Grierson. 



Sydney Live Steam Locomotive Society Newsletter Page 7        February 2008 

minium paint in an attempt to reduce their heat absorption.  We 

think that the high internal temperatures  are a factor in upset-

ting the performance. The paint certainly reduces the touch 

temperature. 

Brian Hurst has also repainted all the termination boxes, and a 

lovely green job they are too! Jim Lieshman has taken them 

back to bare metal, so they are a brand new job. Brian also at-

tended to some graffiti removal on our front gate sign. 

Bill Richards and Mark Gibbons have replaced the nuts holding 

the quadrant plates in the signal box with nyloc nuts. 

The existing carriage shed door stop has been removed for re-

pairs and the strengthened version has been reinstalled. This 

stop is to prevent the door falling directly onto someone’s foot!. 

 

New Inner Main Carriage Shed 
John Lyons formed up the carriage shed entrance and we 

packed some bondcreted sand cement in to fix the moth eaten 

front which did not form as well as we would have liked when 

the roof was poured. The leftover was used to patch the pock 

marks in the unloader shed floor!  

Henry collected a good crew with Lionel, Barry Tulloch, Brian 

Rawlinson, Brian Muston (and others!) and together they exca-

vated near the BBQ pole and then proceeded to trench along the 

fence for the carriage shed power. The next week despite the 

rain, Henry had a good crew excavating the last part of the 

trench for the carriage shed power despite the slight drizzle that 

was occurring. Lionel and Henry did a lot of the last digging 

themselves. Andrew managed to install all the light fittings af-

ter which Warwick had the relatively simple task of connecting 

the wires. Some chiselling of last weeks mortaring was needed 

to fit the switch, but the wiring was complete before lunch. Af-

ter lunch it was powered up and lo-and-behold it worked! 

Jim Mulholland and John Lyons laid out the shed parapet and 

drilled some holes for the steel reinforcement. John cut the 

steel, and Warwick and Andrew laid the blocks. They have all 

been filled with mortar.  

The carriage shed was given a coat of water proofing sealer as 

the conditions were dry enough to do so. Barry T has then 

painted the carriage shed with some water proofing compound. 

This is a quite thick material. Last thing for the day was Barry 

and John assisting to attach the second sheet of plastic for the 

shed waterproofing. This was laid out and then taped to the ex-

isting plastic (laid before the footings were poured) with a sub-

stantial overlap. This means that the shed, once complete will 

have had 2 coats of waterproofing compounds, plus a sheet of 

thick plastic, not to mention the 4 inch thick walls and protec-

tive foam! 

Warwick 'bagged' the outside of the shed. It was supposed to be 

a sandstone colour, but use of grey cement rather than white has 

made it a most acceptable brown colour.  

David Lee provided a large amount of foam plastic and this 

plus some old mattresses supplied by David Thomas was laid 

against the block wall before it was wrapped and sealed in 

black plastic. It was then backfilled and Mick, Warwick and 

Garden Roster 
There has been some consolidation of the duty roster. 

March.       B.Hurst, T.Eyre, M.Lee, R.Lee, R.Smithers, P.Taffa, B.Tulloch, J.Tulloch. 

April.         H.Spencer, A.Allison, M.Gibbons, W.Fletcher, M.Gay, G.Kirkby, B.Muston, J.Noller. 

May.          W.Allison, N.Amy, S.Collier, G.Buttel, B.Millner, M.Murray, S.Murray, V.Scicluna. 

June.          B.Courtenay, G.Croudace, S.Larkin, N.Lyons, L.Pascoe, S.Sorensen, D.Thomas, D.Lee. 

 

Gate Roster 
March:  Martin Yule.      April:  Warwick.Allison.        May:  Andrew.Allison.        June:  Ken Baker. 

Editorial. 
 

As we approach the 60th Anniversary of the Society we could reflect on what we have achieved.  Our two remaining 

Foundation Members, Allan M. and Brian H. have seen our site, straddling Darvall Creek, transform from a waste 

land to the miniature railway and parkland we can all be proud of. This has taken a lot of work over the years but we 

are able to enjoy running our locomotives and rolling stock as well as the companionship of the members with whom 

we share so much in common. There is so much experience to be able to share and learn from each other. As we con-

tinue to grow we will  prosper if all members can make a contribution to the running of the Society. I would like to 

make a request for items to publish in the Newsletter in order to keep it interesting for all our members.  

   John Lyons. 

Water Columns being made by Barry and John Tulloch. 
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Barry T got stuck into the dirt 

Mick and Warwick removed the temporary log wall that held 

the soil back from the inner main, and the soil was redistributed 

onto the top of the shed. Mick sculptured the bank so it has a 

mowable aspect. The following week some mounds of soil 

south of the gum tree were restored to the top of the shed. This 

completed the replacement of all the dug out material. There is 

likely to be a fair bit of settlement. 

The Signal termination box was in the way of the new track 

work so Henry removed the cables to the termination box and 

the box has been excavated. All the cables to 6 points have also 

been dug up and relocated to a more direct route. A hole was 

dug by Brian Muston and Warwick and the box replanted. 

Henry has managed to extend all the necessary cables and then 

pull them into conduits, each joint soldered and fitted with heat 

shrink. Henry had rigged up a tarp for cover from the rain and 

work continued despite the occasional rain. By days end, the 

points are working but the signals were  debugged and got go-

ing during the washed out running day! To assist Henry, Brian 

Muston has sorted all his wiring numbers- a job that could be 

done in the air conditioned comfort of the clubhouse! 

Barry Tulloch and Martin Yule during the week have welded 

up a large portion of the carriage shed trackwork. The end door 

and hinge arrangements are still to be done, but it shouldn't be 

too long before we installing the trackwork. 

The project is certainly on a roll and it shouldn’t be long before 

its operational! 

 

Ground Improvements  
Brian Hurst has been filling some cracks in the seats, but paint-

ing was delayed due to the wet conditions. 

Bernie got out the weed killer train and fitted it with the 

unloader battery to feed the pump. He did the rounds of all lines 

(and didn't they need it too!) 

January was a hot day which made it a difficult job for the gar-

dening crew not withstanding the reduced crew. Thanks to the 

non rostered members who lent a hand. The kikuyu was long 

and a lot of effort was put into edging and the grounds do look 

great! These few words, given the length of this report do not 

do justice to the effort put in. Thanks fellas! 

There has been some water ponding near the compressor room 

door. The area along the fence has now been dug out so hope-

fully the water will flow that way to the drain. Eventually it will 

be dug out properly and concreted as a proper spoon drain. 

One gardening day, the new mulcher has been given a solid 

baptism of fire and everything cut off was reduced to mulch. 

We learnt quite a bit on what not to feed in! David Thomas 

turned up just in time to take control of the mulch, and use it for 

some new plants that have been installed along one of our bare 

fence lines. 

Before Christmas, the entrance certainly looked great with all 

the plants there doing well and in flower. This is largely the 

result of the green thumb of David Thomas. 

 

Features 

A TRIP ON THE WEST COAST WILDER-

NESS RAILWAY  David Thomas 
The Wilderness Railway is a 35 kilometre-long narrow-gauge 

railway that runs between Queenstown and Strahan in western 

Diary 
23 February Lake Macquarie Birthday Run 

4 March Director’s Meeting 

15 March Public Running Day 

21-24 March AALS Convention, Cobden, Vic 

29, 30 March Orange, NSW Weekend. (NSW prototype locos 

and rolling stock only!) 

1 April  Member’s Meeting 

19 April Public Running Day 

26 April Orange Interclub Run 

3 May  President’s Breakfast and RedKite Run 

6 May  Director’s Meeting 

17 May  Public Running Day & next newsletter! 

December running day, and the running shed staff pose for the camera!  

From left: Ray Lee, Andrew Allison, Barry Tulloch, Vic Scicluna, Martin Yule & John Lyons. 
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Tasmania. Originally built to 

carry mining materials, gen-

eral goods and passengers, it 

fell into disuse owing to main-

tenance costs but has in recent 

years been revived for the 

tourist business. In early Janu-

ary this year I had the good 

fortune of travelling from 

Strahan to Queenstown on this 

railway. 

Copper was accidently dis-

covered in the Queenstown 

area by hopeful gold prospec-

tors in the mid 1800s. In the 

years that followed, two 

mines operated in the area: 

Mount Lyell and North Lyell, 

being managed by previous 

friends who became staunch 

rivals. As part of the mining 

operations, each set up his 

own railway to service his 

mine. This included transport 

of people in each direction, 

including trips to shops, 

school and other township 

facilities, import of materials 

from ships arriving at Strahan 

in Port Macquarie and export of copper and by-products from 

the mine to harbour. The trains also served to local communi-

ties and farms along the line. 

At the time of its construction the railway was the only means 

of transport from Queenstown to Strahan and the ships that 

linked it with the outside world. Road transport to Queenstown 

finally arrived in 1932. 

Construction of the Mt. Lyell Railway commenced at Queens-

town in the 1895 and was completed to Teepookana 19 months 

later. Teepookana was to become the 4th busiest port in the col-

ony. The second stage of the railway to Strahan was completed 

11 months later. The line passed through rugged heavily for-

ested terrain along its entire route and the 

central section crossed a saddle in the 

range, resulting in the need to use steep 

grades of 1:16 on one side and 1:20 on the 

other. 

In addition to the difficulty of vegetation 

and terrain, the line crossed over numerous 

creeks and rivers that required construction 

of a bridge or culvert. 58 bridges were re-

quired, including over 40 in the Queens-

town and Teepookana section of the line 

alone, including a couple of large bridges 

such as the Quarter Mile Bridge (240 me-

tres long), and a 42 metre steel bridge im-

ported from London and still in use. Some river crossings pro-

vided spectacular views along rivers or gorges. 

The steep grade over the range was considered too steep to be 

practical for haulage of even moderate loads so it was decided 

to employ the Swiss ABT rack system. This comprised continu-

ous sets of two racks fixed along the centreline of the track in 

the steeply graded section. The locomotives constructed for the 

line had outside cylinders driving the four coupled wheels and a 

separate independent set of two cylinders inside the frame, driv-

ing a double-cogged pinion that meshed with the double rack. 

The inside and outside cylinders are controlled independently 

by separate regulators and two sets of handles in the cab (see 

The first slab of the new level crossing being poured under rain protection.  

It was needed-our concrete attracts the rain! 

Left: One of the three newly installed door on the side of the new carriage shed.  

Below: The hill restored over the shed, and the relocated signalling termination box. 
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photo). 

One locomotive was ordered from Dubs & Co. in 1895 and ar-

rived in parts by ship at Strahan the following year. From the 

harbour it was transported up the King River to Teepookana, 

the navigable head of the river and transferred to packhorses for 

delivery to Camp Spur. This depot was the construction centre 

and where the loco was assembled and tested on a short section 

of rack track. 

 After successful operation of No. 1 another three locos were 

ordered from the same company. A fifth was ordered in 1938 

from North British Locomotive Co. that then included Dubs & 

Co.  All locos were 0-4-2 outside-framed, side tank engines that 

had a tractive effort of 17000 lbs. They had 3”-0” driving 

wheels and used saturated steam at a boiler pressure of 200 lbs/

sq.in.  The outside cylinders were 11½” x 20” and the inside 

cylinders 11½” x 15”. An unusual feature was the location of 

the gauge glasses midway along the boiler, outside the cab. 

This appears to have been necessary in order to see the water 

level on the very steep grades. Originally the locos were coal 

fired but were converted to oil burning in about 1953. They 

were numbered 1 to 5. 

The maximum load was approximately 170 tons for a single 

engine on the steepest section of grade. 

By 1963 the Mt. Lyell mine was declining and owing to the 

major expense of upgrading the line and rolling stock, the rail-

way ceased running. The North Lyell railway had closed down 

many years earlier when the two mines amalgamated. The road 

had been constructed from Queenstown to Strahan prior to clo-

sure of the railway and all transport from this time was by road, 

a distance of about 42 kilometres. 

No. 1 was preserved at Zeehan, No. 2 was preserved at the 

transport museum at Glenorchy, in north Hobart, where it still 

resides in 2008, No. 3 was preserved at Mt Lyell, No. 4 was 

largely scrapped and No. 5 was preserved at Puffing Billy Rail-

way.  

In the 1980s some people expressed interest in re-establishing 

the railway as a tourist venture however their efforts failed to 

raise sufficient interest or money to complete the project. De-

spite this, the Mt Lyell Abt Railway Society was formed and 

commenced work on the line in about 1994. 

Prior to 2000 the commonwealth government offered the states 

money that was to be dedicated to significant projects to cele-

brate the bicentenary of federation of Australia. The Tasmanian 

government decided that their grant could be well used to con-

struct a tourist railway from Queenstown to Strahan along the 

alignment of the old Mt. Lyell Railway. It was named the 

“West Coast Wilderness Railway”. Ultimately the cost of resto-

ration was approximately $37 million, of which the federal 

funding contributed $20.45 million.  

Work commenced in 1998 and involved clearing the track of 

the dense regrowth that had reclaimed it since the line was pre-

viously abandoned, restoring sections of washouts and land-

slips, and replacement of the old bridges. The only parts of the 

original railway at this time were relics of the stations at Re-

gatta Point (Strahan) and Queenstown. The previously beautiful 

old Queenstown Station had been used as a supermarket before 

being partly burnt down. 

Some of the larger bridges were replaced using sections of the 

Bailey bridge that were originally used to temporarily replace 

the Tasman Bridge. This had been damaged by the bulk ore car-

rier MV Lake Illawarra when it hit a bridge pylon on its way 

up the Derwent River in 1975. 

The large trestle bridge at Dubbil Barril was reconstructed us-

ing timber as was the original. The quarter mile bridge had col-

lapsed into the King River in the 1970s and had to be replaced. 

This bridge was roughly 50 metres above the river surface but 

during severe floods the metal spans were almost at water level. 

Some of its supports extended 18 metres through silt before 

reaching a solid base. The Iron Bridge, imported from London 

111 years before, was retained. 

Despite the use of modern machinery and the existence of the 

perway, it took three years to clear and rebuild the railway line, 

six months longer than the original construction in the 19th Cen-

tury! The original construction included excavation of the many 

cuttings, one approximately 20 metres deep between Dubbil 

Barril and Rinadeena, and other significant earthworks. A 

newspaper reported that about 400,000 cubic yards of earth and 

rock had been excavated during the original construction of the 

line. 

Three steam locos (Nos. 1, 3 & 5) were obtained from previous 

owners and restored to working order. Number 5, the first to be 

restored, had been at Menzies Creek, Victoria (Puffing Billy 

Railway) until returned for use at the Wilderness Railway. 

Two 0-6-0 diesel locos (Nos. D1 and D2) were rebuilt by Saun-

ders & Ward Engineers, Hobart in 2004-5 for the new tourist 

trade. These were originally built for Drewry Car Co. by Vul-

can Foundry Ltd, Newton-le-Willows. D2 has been fitted with a 

driving pinion for use on the rack, however it is not used for 

passenger work. 

The carriages used on the Wilderness Railway are replicas of 

the original carriages. The bodies were made from local tim-

Fitting the new steel doors to the carriage shed.  

Collapsed Quarter Mile bridge, King River, viewed from train. 
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bers, including Celery Top Pine, Sassafras, Myrtle Beech, Tas-

manian Oak and Blackwood. 

There were seven original stations on the line: Regatta Point, 

Lowana, Teepookana, Dubbil Barril, Rinadeena, Lychford and 

Queenstown. Lower Landing was constructed for the rebuilt 

railway and is located between Teepookana and Camp Spur 

(west of Dubbil Barril). 

Regatta Point (Strahan) Station is located a kilometre south-

west of the town centre, on the shore of Macquarie Harbour. 

The site was the original terminus of the line. Remnants of 

wharves occur adjacent to the station yard. 

On my journey in January 2008 the D1 worked the easy grades 

from Regatta Point to the start of the steep grades at Dubbil 

Barril, where the steamer took over to continue the trip over the 

range to Queenstown. The trip can be taken in either direction. 

Normally there are two return trips in peak season each day and 

one per day at other times of the year. 

On leaving Regatta Point Station, the train passed through low 

terrain with paperbark and tea tree scrub before passing the old 

pyrites loading wharf.  Pyrites was a by-product of copper re-

fining used in fertiliser at the time. The line passed through 

some open grassy areas that were previously used for farming. 

One of these old farm areas was used by a nudist colony for 

two and a half years, until, as the story goes, the winters proved 

too much! The line soon follows the King River with its dense 

forested margins and rush of grey water. This is unlike the nor-

mal tannin-coloured water of most healthy rivers in western 

Tasmania. In addition, the banks are largely denuded of vegeta-

tion. 

The reason is that between 1922 and 1980 grey sludge pollution 

resulting from the flotation process was released into the river 

from the mine and killed off most of the riparian flora and 

fauna. The high residual toxicity has prevented most species 

returning 28 years later! Prior to the floatation process, pyritic 

smelting was used. This produced sulphurous gases that also 

affected much of the local vegetation, not to mention its likely 

effect on humans and wildlife.  

The first stop on the journey was made at Lower Landing 

where tourists were offered local honey and other items for 

sale, and had a chance to walk through some rainforest to the 

river. Despite its pollution and largely bare banks, the river set-

ting was beautiful, with forest extending from above the ripar-

ian zone to the high hilltops of the valley. 

At Dubbil Barril the train stopped before the station to allow 

the steamer to enter the station from the Queenstown end first. 

After detachment of No. 5 our train entered the station and the 

diesel was detached. A packed lunch was handed out to passen-

gers just before arrival, but as we were in time to see the 

steamer turn on the restored turntable, lunch took second place. 

Once turned, No. 5 was soon attached to the Queenstown end 

of its train and while it and the crew had a break, the passengers 

of both trains had the chance to eat a leisurely lunch and take a 

walk through a beautiful patch of cool temperate rainforest, 

mainly comprising Myrtle Beech. 

Soon we rejoined the train and accelerated over the wooden 

trestle bridge to begin the climb up the 1:20 grade towards 

Queenstown. The roar of the loco was music to a steam enthusi-

ast despite the fact that the carriage windows were designed to 

stop people putting their heads out to look. The beat of the four 

cylinders was a jumble of sounds rather than the distinct and 

regular beat of a two cylinder loco due to the different r.p.m. of 

the inside and outside wheels and gears. 

Most of this section of the line passes through magnificent tall 

rainforest – mainly Beech, Sassafras and Blackwood. Tree ferns 

flourish in the understorey. A grand view of the King River 

Gorge can be seen as the train diverts away from the river (see 

photo).  

Following a brief stop on the crest at Rinadeena the train ease-

down the 1:16 grade that finished at Halls Creek, near the out-

skirts of Queenstown, the speed being mainly controlled by two 

vertical hydro-pneumatic devices on the boiler, adjacent to the 

front of the side tanks. I do not know the method of operation 

of the device, except that it uses the normally dubious action of 

squirting water into the loco cylinders! 

The approach into Queenstown was somewhat disappointing to 

any connoisseur of bushland. Most of the original forest had 

been cleared in the early days for firewood, timber and farming. 

Mining used about 150 tons of firewood per day in the smelting 

process. In addition, the infamous “lunar landscape” can be 

seen on the mountain on the northern side of the city – the re-

sult of clearing and sulphur dioxide poisoning prior to 1922. 

Following abandonment of mining, the forest south of the city 

Turning diesel loco D1 at Dubbil Barril 

Inside cab of Abt No. 5 
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started to regenerate, however exotics had been introduced and 

also flourished. The end result was a mixture of introduced and 

native trees with an understorey of Gorse and other weeds. 

Gorse was later observed in large populations in many parts of 

Tasmania in woodland and farm where it was a threat to both. 

On arrival in Queenstown the train entered the imposing (for a 

country town) and beautiful replica of the original station. This 

had a high curved roof and generous windows, more typical of 

the terminus of a larger city. The original turntable was adja-

cent to the station and had been rebuilt to turn the steam locos 

that had returned to their former territory after their break of 40 

years.  

The trip was a wonderful experience and, despite the 

(understandable) expense, was a journey to be recommended 

for anyone who enjoys trains, history or amazing scenery. 

 

Dr. J.  Bradbury-Winter’s Como 

Barry Tulloch 
While in the south of England last September an opportunity to 

view Dr. Bradbury-Winter’s magnificent 1” scale locomotive 

could not be missed. The model was presented to the Royal Pa-

vilion, Art Gallery and Museum, Brighton by his family after 

Dr. Bradbury-Winter passed away.  The model was exhibited in 

the “Model Engineer” exhibition in London in January 1974, by 

the Society of Model & Experimental Engineers and created 

much interest. In the opinion of some judges, the standard of 

work is yet to be surpassed. 

The locomotive is modelled on one of Mr. William Stroudley’s 

LB & SCR  0 – 4 – 2  “D2” or Lyons class engines specially 

built for working the fast fruit traffic between Worthing and 

London. Driving wheels placed at the leading end of the engine 

where the greater part of the weight is and therefore avail-

able for adhesion were 5’6” in diameter. Inside cylinders 

17”x24” drove the crank axle.  Between 1876 and 1885 

fourteen of these D2 class engines were built at Brighton 

Works and numbered 300 to 313. 

Work on the model started on 24th December, 1884, and 

occupied 13,000 hours of spare time, the locomotive being 

completed in March, 1897, 9 months before the first publi-

cation of the Model Engineer magazine. The tender was to 

occupy a further 5 years to complete. 

 

A complete set of working drawings were prepared before 

construction started being compiled partly from details pub-

lished in the “Engineer” and “Engineering” and partly from 

drawings kindly loaned from the London Brighton and 

South Coast Railway company. 

Dr. Winter had a very keen interest in mechanical work and 

from an early age had assembled a workshop and made two 

horizontal mill engines in the 1870’s and a vertical boiler. 

His workshop was a modest little building at the rear of the 

Doctor’s residence at 28 Montpelier Road, Brighton, which 

housed three treadle lathes and a planer.  The largest lathe was 

a 5½” CH back geared screw cutting lathe by Messrs Selig Son-

nenthal & Co. The next one was of 4” CH, single geared, with 

compound slide by Messrs. R.A.Lee & Co. 

The third lathe of 3” CH was used exclusively for light drilling. 

The 4” R. Lee lathe was the tool used for the greater part of the 

locomotive work. The planing machine also made by Selig 

Sonnenthal & Co proved to be a great asset and much time was 

spent redoing hand-made parts for machine parts increasing the 

standard of work. 

 

Initially castings were obtained for the wheels from wooden 

patterns.  However, they proved unsatisfactory as no amount of 

filing made the spokes look just right.  Therefore these were put 

aside and the wheels were cut out of the solid from forged discs 

of Bessemer Steel.  These discs were faced and bored then the 

spokes marked out and holes drilled around the lines.  The 

pieces were then chiseled, sawn and filed to form the spokes.  

This method of forming the wheel necessitated the drilling of 

700 holes in each wheel and the time occupied in completing 

six wheels was about 500 hours.  Steel tyres were machined and 

shrunk on and fixed the usual way with a screw through the 

wheel and into the tyre between each alternate spoke. 

 

All rivets, bolts, screws and nuts were made by the builder, 

some nuts as small as 1/16th across the corners could be made at 

the rate of 10 an hour. Dr. Winter’s preference was to produce 

parts from the solid steel while very little cast-iron has been 

used in the construction. All steel angle used was machined 

from square bar on the planing machine, the bar being soldered 

to a steel base bar which was bolted to the planing machine ta-

ble. Once to size the angle was unsweated and 

cut to length. 

The dome shade was made from 2½” diameter 

steel bar machined all over to a thickness of 

1/96th of an inch or 0.0105”, using special tem-

plates. The weighshaft was cut from a piece of 

3/8” steel plate and has three arms one of 

which is nearly at right angles to the other two. 

The plate was marked out and drilled and cut 

out in the usual way, then heated and twisted 

until the arm for the bridle road was in the cor-

rect position. The shaft was then turned and 

finished in the treadle lathe. 

After five years of construction the chassis 

was actually run on steam supplied from a ver-

View inside frame showing pinions, tilting pinion support beam 

and crossheads. 
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tical boiler in 1889. 

Photographs in the “Model Engineer and Amateur Electrician” 

of February 1898 show the reversing stand (air assisted and 

three start thread) and the inner firebox and could be photos of 

the real McCoy.  The firebox tubeplate is drilled for 262 x 1/8th 

diameter tubes and the foundation ring drilled for the correct 

number of staggered rivets. 

The crossheads and piston rods are machined from the solid as 

are the top and bottom slide bars. The cab is made from sheet 

steel 1/96th” thick but by the time it is all fixed together with the 

correct number of angle irons and beading it is quite satisfac-

tory. Some threads used in the model are as fine as 100 threads 

per inch.  

Several different ways of polishing finished parts were tried 

and finally four grades of emery paper were used glued to 

sticks of wood about 7/8th” wide and used like a file. The finish 

is such that it could easily be mistaken for chrome or silver 

plating with no rusting evident anywhere.  Of course the model 

is in a glass case in an air-conditioned part of the museum. 

The locomotive was completely dismantled for painting once 

construction was complete and this was carried out by the Fore-

man of the Paint Shop at Brighton works, by brush of course.  

Final assembly took about 150 hours. 

The tender was not started in earnest until 1910 although the 

frames had been already cut out and occupied another five 

years to complete with all internal an-

gles and baffles straight from the origi-

nal plan, construction being done in 

steel throughout. 

The engine is difficult to photograph in 

its glass case in a dark corner of the 

Museum, however there is a reason-

able photo of it on the cover of the 

“Model Engineer” for 1st March, 1974, 

showing the colour, line work and the 

bright finish on polished steel parts, 

including wheel treads. 

Further reading can be had in “Model 

Engineer” on 21st June, 1974, page 592 

and on 5th July, 1974 page 656 by Ar-

thur Smith.  Earlier articles appeared in 

“Model Engineer” Volume 1-No.1 

January, 1898 page 6; Volume 1-No.2 

February, 1898 page 19. 

 

Another Busman’s Holiday         
Mick Murray 
During late 2007 an opportunity arose 

to visit the USA for a whirlwind tour 

of a number of companies in the Am-

sted Rail group (www.amstedrail.com) 

and to attend the Amsted Rail Conference– one of 

the premier US industry conferences - in Tuscon, 

Arizona. 

A weekend free was scheduled in St Louis MO, and 

a quick “surf” located the Museum of Transportation 

in suburban Barrett Station, just 15 miles or so from 

downtown. And they just happened to have a UP Big 

Boy and a GG1 on their display list. 

But, back to work. On Sunday 21 October, the rela-

tive luxury of Qantas Business class and American 

Airlines “First” class took me to my first stop in Chi-

cago IL for a quick visit to the EMD headquarters 

and the engine/electrical shop.  Arriving on Sunday 

evening, a stationary bed was most welcome. 

I was told that a “limo” would collect me on the 

Monday morning for the EMD visit, but didn’t ex-

pect the full stretch job, waiting outside the hotel. Settled back 

in the rear seat, I had my first sights of US railroading on the 

way across town. 

Having worked with EMD engines on and off over the years, I 

was fairly familiar with the finished product, but it was an eye-

opener to see a couple of heavy channel sections, some plates, 

pressings, castings and forging enter the production line and 

emerge as a living and breathing 16-710 heading for a SD70-

Ace or the like. Similarly, the progressive growth of main alter-

nators and electrical cabinets heading for the assembly line in 

London, Ontario. 

Tuesday was a transit day, so the chance was taken for a quick 

morning look at Chicago including the “El” (rather looking its 

age), the Chicago river, which actually runs out of Lake Michi-

gan after some works a century or so ago, and some of the 

rather spectacular architecture that graces the riverfront. 

The afternoon was allocated to meeting the rest of the party and 

travel to Philadelphia PA for a Wednesday visit to Advanced 

Rail Technology (ART) in West Chester. ART are developing a 

number of products, some of which were demonstrated in a 

short run in a real live caboose on the adjacent West Chester 

Railroad. As luck would have it, the turn-around point was ad-

jacent to quite a nice pub, so time was taken for a refreshing ale 

before the return run. 

Up at some crazy hour on Thursday, we arrived at the airport 

Mick and the Big Boy. Big isn’t it? 

http://www.amstedrail.com
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on the way to visit Brenco Inc in Petersburg, to see mechanics 

climbing all over the scheduled Dash 8 to Richmond VA. After 

what could only be classified as one of the worst customer ser-

vice experiences, our party of four, and only one suitcase 

(luckily mine), arrived in Richmond some four hours late. Not 

to be deterred, the tour went on and a fascinating few hours was 

spent seeing how incoming stacks of bar steel are turned into 

precision heavy duty roller bearings. For anyone interested, 

www.brencoqbs.com has a good overview of the manufacturing 

process. 

I noted a display case in the Brenco foyer which contained a 

number of Civil War relics including bullets, buttons and uten-

sils. As it turned out, they were all excavated on the site which 

was one of the major Civil War battlefields. 

Overnight was in Arlington VA, a couple of hundred miles 

away, so an evening drive of some three hours (including a stop 

to collect the itinerant baggage) was ahead of us. It was amaz-

ing to see the almost constant conglomeration of development 

and incessant traffic all along the route, notwithstanding the 

size of the freeway and the interchanges. 

Friday morning saw us at Washington National 

airport headed for the next stop in Columbus OH. 

Columbus is home to Griffin Wheels, 

www.griffinwheel.com, and what a fascinating 

process was on display. Most wheels in North 

America are made of steel pressure cast in graph-

ite moulds compared to Australian wheels which 

are mostly rolled from billets. The treads of the 

Griffin wheels are chilled to induce hardness and 

compressive forces in the wheel disc. The only 

machining is of the wheel bore – the tread is put 

into service in the “as-cast” condition and service 

life is reported to be similar to what we see in 

Australia from the rolled wheels.  Most of finish-

ing work on the wheels is done with the wheel 

still red hot from the casting and annealing proc-

esses. 

Our hotel in Columbus was adjacent to a veritable 

“shopping city” that many of our ladies would kill 

for, and a quick look round preceded dinner. 

Saturday, and on to St Louis MO for a late morn-

ing arrival. The afternoon was devoted to a  look 

around town including the Gateway Arch, “Old 

Man River” the Old Courthouse and Union Station. The station 

has not seen railway use for some time, with the train shed 

(minus roof) accommodating yet another shopping centre. The 

main building, absolutely magnificent with its polished marble 

and stained glass, now forms part of an upmarket hotel and had 

thus been saved for posterity. Both Union Station and the Old 

Courthouse featured displays of 1” scale model locomotives. 

Sunday, and at last, a day without air travel. The day started 

with a visit to Forest Park, home of the 1904 World’s Fair, then 

on to Barret Station and the Museum of Transportation. 

The Museum of Transportation was established in the 1940’s 

on the site of a former Missouri Pacific embankment.  Over the 

years the site has been filled and expanded and now covers 129 

acres and is home to displays of locomotives, carriages, wag-

ons, cars, buses, streetcars and even a DC3 and a tugboat.  Most 

of the displays are presented in reasonably good condition and 

on readily accessible tracks, with two locomotive cabs, includ-

ing the Big Boy, available for public access. A number of the 

displays, however, are in very tight quarters, making access and 

particularly photography, difficult. Not to be deterred, I left 

with a full memory card containing 165 pho-

tos. 

Unfortunately the GG1 was one of the items 

in the cramped displays, and was in un-

restored condition, which was a bit of a disap-

pointment. The quality of the remaining dis-

plays and uniqueness of many of them soon 

compensated. 

Highlights? Too many to list, but the accom-

panying photos provide a glimpse. 

Oh, the Big Boy. Certainly lives up to its 

name. It’s one thing to see something like this 

in photos or on video, another entirely to 

stand and gaze at its massive dimensions, and 

get an appreciation of the size of the works, 

let alone trying the engineer’s seat on for size. 

Worth the trip?  You bet! 

On the way back into town, time was taken 

for a quick visit to Grant’s Farm.  The Farm is 

owned by the Anheuser-Busch family, the 

brewers of Budweiser, who maintain the site 

and offer free entry to all.  The farm features a 

home built by Ulysses S Grant and an impres-

sive German style square complete with beer 

The Museum of Transportation. 

Milwaukee Rd E-2 

http://www.brencoqbs.com
http://www.griffinwheel.com
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tasting hall (two free samples for all adults) 

and a display of horse drawn vehicles and 

their motive power. 

Monday was scheduled for a visit to the 

American Steel Foundries (ASF) across the 

Mississippi in Granite City IL. There was 

once an interurban service linking St Louis 

with Granite City, but looking at the decrepi-

tude of most of the Granite City area, there 

would not be much call for such a service 

these days.  

ASF specialise in the manufacture of castings 

for couplers, bogies and other car (wagon) 

components. Again the eye for quality dis-

played throughout the Amsted group was 

impressive – details of every component, 

from every plant (company owned or li-

cenced), everywhere in the world including 

Australia, China and Russia, are recorded, 

reviewed and archived for future reference. 

A fascinating display in the ASF boardroom 

was a locomotive sculptured from musical 

instrument components. 

Another night, another airport hotel, but with 

most of the trip from Granite City to St Louis 

International being along the famous Route 66, there was some-

thing else to add to the “things done before -----” list. 

Another transit day on Tuesday with two flights taking us from 

St Louis to Tuscon via Dallas – Fort Worth, and, only a 25 min-

ute or so changeover.  Thanks to the driverless inter-terminal 

shuttle this was achieved with little hassle and time to spare. 

Arrival in Tuscon mid-afternoon allowed time to settle in to the 

La Paloma Resort, the conference venue, and to heed the warning 

to keep the balcony door closed to ward off snakes, scorpions, 

and other desert nasties. 

Tuscon is nestled in a bowl between surrounding mountains, 

close to the Mexican border and is home to some 1,000,000 resi-

dents, not all official. Its water supply is piped from the Colorado 

River, several hundred miles away. 

 

The conference was quite a relaxed affair, but featured a good 

snapshot of issues, both commercial and technical, being faced 

by the North American industry, many of which have direct rele-

vance here as well. It was interesting to note that the main cause 

of delays to freight trains over there is Hot Axle Box warnings – 

they have detectors every 20 miles or so along most routes - fol-

lowed by air hose partings. We have far fewer Hot 

Box Detectors here, but have a well developed sys-

tem of acoustic bearing defect detectors that can 

pick up defects in bearings long before they get hot, 

allowing early removal.  The acoustic detection 

technology is only now being adopted by the Ameri-

can industry. 

The usual measure of the health of the North Ameri-

can rail industry is the number of new rail car builds 

each year. A good year (2006) saw 80,000 new 

builds, a mediocre year 60,000 (2007) and a poor 

year (projected for 2008) only 40,000.  

Let’s put this in perspective. There are around 

1,700,000 rail cars in North America, so a mediocre 

year sees 3.5% added to the total.  A poor year 

would replace the entire wagon fleet in all of Aus-

tralia (probably with a bit to spare).  

No good conference is complete without a social 

afternoon, and I opted for the scenic tour, taking in a 

Spanish Mission and the Sonora Desert Museum.  

The Museum featured a lone Road Runner amongst its displays. 

We all remember the Road Runner and Wylie Coyote – don’t 

we? Question then – how big is a Road Runner - 1 foot tall, 3 

feet tall, or larger? 

Friday evening saw the start of the journey home via LAX. Los-

ing a day saw an early Sunday arrival in Sydney.  For the first 

time ever, I had a decent sleep in a plane and arrived reasonably 

refreshed. Or so I thought. Jet lag caught me on Monday and it 

took the best part of two weeks to shake off.  No wonder: 14 

days, 10 flights, 10 cities (including transfers) and who knows 

how many miles. 

Some Interesting Quotes to end with: 

 Safety Comes in Cans: “I Can”, “You Can”, “We Can”. 

 Safety Statement - ASF Keystone Foundry  

“Railroads are in the package delivery business, just like 

FedEx and UPS – it’s just that our packages weigh 100 tonnes”  
Dr John Samuels – Amsted Rail Conference 2007 

“First collect all the data, then distort it as you see fit” 

Mark Twain 

Almost forgot, answer to quiz: around 12 times the scale of the 

model locomotives on display in St Louis. 

St Louis Union Station. 

The ASF Locomotive. 
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Above:We made Greg Bird, 3239 and Barry Potter with 5507 work hard when they visited on the November running day. 

 Below: John Tulloch & 2904 leads Mark Robinson and 3521 as they drift downgrade toward the bottom curve on the  

November running day. 


